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Arlington school 'right on schedule’

$21 million facility will replace the existing one

By JOHN CARTER
Staff writer

A new 167,000-square-foot Arlington
Middle School istaking shape and is"on
schedul€" on a campus beside the old
middle school on Lone Star Road.

"Everything is right on schedule and right
now we're under budget," said Duke
Snyder, an assistant project manager for
Ajax Building Corp., which is building the
huge school.

Phase One of the new Arlington Middle
School is scheduled for completion by
year's end.

--John Carter/staff

All interior and exterior walls have been
erected and work is under way on the roof.
Some finishing work, including tiling the
cafeteriakitchen, has begun.

The new $21 million school at 8141 Lone Star Road is being built on the same
campus where the existing 44-year-old school stands. The school will have an
administration complex, music suite, media center, reading room, cafetorium,
gymnasium, TV production lab, 47 classrooms and a six-room exceptional student
education wing.

Although construction began when the past
school year was in session, Snyder said the
project went smoothly and didn't interfere
with day-to-day school operations.

"We just pretty much stayed out of their
way with our trucks and equipment,” he
said. "There was alot of good planning and
coordination, and the school staff was very
cooperative. We tried to do what we could

William Mitchell of W.W. Gay Mechanical
Contractors welds copper tubing inside the
new Arlington Middle School.

--John Carter/staff

not to interfere with their operationsin any
Ww-ll

He said Phase One of the project, which

involves completion of the main school building, is scheduled to be done by the end

of this year. Phase Two, which includes razing the old school and creating a sports
complex on that site, is scheduled for completion next summer.

"When completed in July of 2006, this 18-acre campus will hallmark the
revitalization of the Arlington neighborhood," said Bill Byrne, Ajax president.

http://www.jacksonville.com/tu-online/stories/062905/neR  19096693.shtml
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Thisisthethird project Ajax has done for the Duval

Jax HomePages

_ County School Board, having finished Oceanway "Tniﬁ 1”8'3CL9 campus
s Add Your Site Elementary School in December 2003 and renovating D e

» Search for sites Stanton College Preparatory School in 2002. Arlington
neighborhood."

Thomas Y oung, general director of facilities design and

construction for the city's public schools, said Arlington ~ Bill Byrne
Middle School will cost about $6 million more than B e
Oceanway Middle School. The Arlington school is

bigger and will have an additional exceptional student

education wing.
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